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A home embraced by an architecture of delight
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Home of Bud Wood, West Vancouver B.C. The elaborate matching 25 brackets inside and out of the house

came from a demolished mansion in Oregon, salvaged for $25 each. Photos by Colin Perry
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In life, Woodruff "Bud" Wood was a legendary architectural designer and educator, with an

equally legendary house that matched his persona. Now that house in West Vancouver is on

the market, awaiting a new owner to appreciate its exuberant uniqueness.

Mr. Wood, who died in 2003, was past principal of the Vancouver firm Birmingham &

Wood, and a beloved professor at the University of British Columbia school of architecture

from the mid-1960s until his retirement in the mid-90s. But he didn't embrace the

Corbusian ethos that held many of his peers in sway. "He was a Fifties-type Beat guy,"

recalls architect James Burton, who with Sandra Moore took over his firm after his

retirement. "He believed in an architecture of delight."

"Bud was always drawn to symmetry, but never the simple bilateral kind of the classicists,"

adds Ron Walkey, a close friend and UBC colleague. Instead, he embraced the "geometry of

life's complexity," Mr. Walkey says. "The cold-lined European modernists made him shiver."

The very process of approaching the house envelops a visitor within a geometric farrago: a

stone path zigzags upward through the densely treed lot, through a gate of hand-carved

teak Indian columns, and toward the massive oak door.

Upon entry, a visitor may choose to veer left and stride up a short spiralling stair path to the

family room, or veer right and step down to kitchen/living room, or stop en route and

ascend yet another spirochete-like stairway, to the sleeping quarters above. Corridors and

stairways abruptly cleave and veer off at unexpected angles, like a four-armed Shiva. The

oddly shaped windows, nooks, gargoyles and hanging lights evoke the intricacy of

mandalas and Islamic patterns.
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"Bud loved to embellish - in what he said, in what he designed," Mr. Walkey notes. "But this

embellishment was always part of the geometry. Nothing was superfluous, tacked on for

titillation. Each piece in his designs had a very specific form and location."

"Bud's house is like a journey through all the places in the world he'd visited, collaged

together," adds Bill Pechet, a former student who later taught alongside Mr. Wood at UBC.

"There's his six months in India, there are casbahs and souks and the sense of a Greek

village, all transplanted into a west coast landscape."

While architects often talk of embedding history metaphorically or referentially, in this

house the history is literally embedded. Affixed to the columns and beams are ornately

carved wooden volutes culled from secondhand shops and salvage yards. Cabinets of spruce

and oak are finished with drawers and doors that had been culled from Bud's favourite

tobacco store on Hastings Street. Old floorboards from a tear-down have been repurposed

into the kitchen counters. The kitchen's upper shelves were shelved from a wooden

Quonset hut that was the interim architecture school while UBC's permanent building was

under construction.

Just as the house construction was nearing completion, his students' favourite party haunt -

a dilapidated mansion in Vancouver's west end where some of them lived - was slated for

demolition. He commandeered its front door, and it remains the home's proud entry point:

medievally heavy with a huge, eye-popping stained-glass circular window.

Mr. Walkey points out that the design evolved through a collaborative process between Bud

and Diane, who worked as an architect but gave up a promising career to raise their family.

"The place is a joint creation, a testament to their interwoven lives, interwoven sensibilities

and interwoven rituals," Walkey says.
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Bud showed his initial drawing to his wife - a simple repetitive form, Mr. Walkey recalls -

and Diane pored over the drawing, shifting things and making suggestions as she imagined

actually inhabiting it. "I was more concerned about the journey than the geometry," Diane

Wood says.

After much back-and-forth between the two of them, the house finally took shape and was

completed in 1979. With a subsequent addition, the house now boasts 2,100 square feet but

evokes a sense of an infinite Mobius strip as you meander through its many paths.

For students and peers, the house has served as a legendary gathering spot. (The wake for

architectural giant Ron Thom, who died in 1986, was held here.) "It became a landscape of

geniality," Mr. Walkey recalls. "With almost no four-square-walled rooms in the place,

spaces flow into one another: there's always a corner to rest an elbow or set down a glass or

open a book; and a small brass light nearby to read it by, and a rail to lean against."

Mr. Wood's architectural ethos was deeply influenced by the American Arts and Crafts

architect Bernard Maybeck and by Mr. Wood's earlier tenure at the University of Oregon. He

and his wife embraced the idea of building in furniture and imbuing a living space with a
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sense of organic continuity. "The pieces are so embedded that it's hard to determine where

the walls leave off and the furniture begins," Mr. Walkey observes.

"The house really worked exactly as we wanted it to," Diane Wood says. Compelled to

downsize, however, she has put it on the market, listing it with Iain Edmonds and

Associates. Its $1.129-million list price reflects a quiet north-shore market, but also her

determination to find the right owner, one who will appreciate and preserve its

architectural integrity. Building a brand-new monster home on this craggy and irregular site

could be difficult, at any rate.

For a buyer with patience, foresight and savvy, there could be a future payoff: if the next

owner seeks and receives recognition of the District of West Vancouver's heritage register,

the Bud Wood House might eventually qualify for preservation incentives. West

Vancouver's senior community planner, Stephen Mikicich, notes that while the district's

heritage program is still embryonic, it was conceived with the ambition of preserving

historically and architecturally distinct houses such as this one.

That's exactly what Diane Wood is hoping for: "I would just love for the next person to

carry on the journey."

Follow us on Twitter: @globeandmail


Report an error

Editorial code of conduct

Comments

READ OR POST COMMENTS

More from Life LIFE
A scary good deal on trusted
journalism $0.99 PER WEEK 

FOR 24 WEEKS

https://www.twitter.com/globeandmail
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-an-error/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/about/editorial-code/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/life/
https://subscribe.theglobeandmail.com/#/digital?intcmp=pencil-cemfsale


Want to skirt the market? How to build your own dream home

My favourite red wine is cabernet sauvignon. What are some similar

styles?

Lululemon unveils ‘transformative’ Team Canada uniforms for the

2022 Beijing Winter Olympics

Get your fix: Clothing repair businesses take off

Vancouver food writer Andrew Morrison found his purpose with Scout

Magazine

We’re gearing up for COVID-19 Halloween, Take 2

Trending

1 ROB MAGAZINE

Canada’s top wealth advisors 2021

2 ROB MAGAZINEA scary good deal on trusted
journalism $0.99 PER WEEK 

FOR 24 WEEKS

https://www.theglobeandmail.com/life/article-want-to-skirt-the-market-how-to-build-your-own-dream-home/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/life/food-and-wine/article-my-favourite-red-wine-is-cabernet-sauvignon-what-are-some-similar/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/life/style/article-lululemon-unveils-transformative-uniform-designs-for-the-2022-beijing/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/life/style/article-get-your-fix-clothing-repair-businesses-take-off/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/life/food-and-wine/restaurant-reviews/article-vancouver-food-writer-andrew-morrison-found-his-purpose-with-scout/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/life/first-person/article-were-gearing-up-for-a-covid-19-halloween-take-2/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/business/rob-magazine/article-canadas-top-wealth-advisors-2021/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/business/rob-magazine/article-meet-some-of-canadas-top-wealth-advisors/
https://subscribe.theglobeandmail.com/#/digital?intcmp=pencil-cemfsale


Meet some of Canada’s Top Wealth Advisors

3 Loretta Rogers says son Edward’s move to replace board members at odds

with wishes of company’s founder

4 Comedian Mike Ward’s mockery of disabled singer not discriminatory,

Supreme Court rules

5 FINANCIAL FACELIFT

Can power savers Gavin and Audrey retire at 58 and still afford a $100,000

yearly budget?

Take a Break

Scoop a new vibe in the numbers and do today’s Daily Sudoku.

Kick back with the Daily Universal Crossword.

A scary good deal on trusted
journalism $0.99 PER WEEK 

FOR 24 WEEKS

https://www.theglobeandmail.com/business/rob-magazine/article-meet-some-of-canadas-top-wealth-advisors/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/business/article-loretta-rogers-says-son-edwards-move-to-replace-board-members-at-odds/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-comedian-mike-wards-mockery-of-disabled-singer-not-discriminatory/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/investing/personal-finance/retirement/article-can-power-savers-gavin-and-audrey-retire-at-58-and-still-afford-a/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/puzzles-and-crosswords/sudoku-classic/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/puzzles-and-crosswords/universal-crossword/
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstYZY4UdgW_wr-AvVBDXd96ZcyYJa85sBabOxEJUmfj4bIJ0GiSypq7ANgHmsMJvrNjpyct_gNj9qKireQuDpwqp3p1G4sjBs-Sw9oIgWBPtbbithxe-ELlPEf4h1OEZhHB44XD7f96YJIT_5fwQi_VJD0n3cenCShv5O7U1OQbRt79J102zSroOnQ3DfTh8zDW1TkCVSyCZs-Pru1rzQcpyu7fzIgnIZg-e7sP-0CFBRPcZ6Tb2PMmIPhG3OF0MAx-qbCZ3ZQjXPLRJk-5vTOG2SQ_lMQNrPtY2eIEvltIxPncwdjxdqFjDYljGKD0eYCelWwSFMqIunbEzQqhj8zxhmhzQ0M0RLxctHd0CSMLe1NhZ9ypzUkP-qNzfr0&sai=AMfl-YQBv8KTMZT4OxDJ9PK08jabuk6LfvTuF9JjQm8Ry013KCZENmbIWKtuhj8Is6KfVcUUC2Sk4DMwe6jq1sF5O7j7sNM9n5bmBXkXIYPyv3TrKziq4LTJ-8-uqSwbOdI&sig=Cg0ArKJSzOVQyobeL-ncEAE&fbs_aeid=[gw_fbsaeid]&urlfix=1&adurl=https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjst8y7H0FP8O7uW5oa8WwzGDaulLRHoAY4SUx8bp9J5PE0D3an7fZDP4ArOB2Vf1s0mgATdoHu_HY-OLufsGjLkaWHBNFPwHgzcO0kOBlEO718qlKpto2yiwNzRHA4khVnxSLs0FiGQk55swfX7KG14nfpi7MTyJnP1KSCxW4S0WpI8Epc51jf0om3WLnfK6tyzFePtx09fCTyZlz9Vu1JQAjN7tGaiSZxLX7zcTgNgJUfUUn9nu3aFuZV_bvIFEx1JWEjQqG17mxVBB17bMQrVUIvFhq9PGQxvNgh8GicttHufglkdPtYgJFaYoVjNAxkudLiYnKlQ-dL6p0UXmtR7Ib8ZgjJxHQyA818miLLzjD6VCUbyIS0gZ5e6MuDaUcsf65udFZTXUfxTHqoygCiE4tXYne4tsRG-cdznrlbvFMpMWB00xVk9YYX8e5qWdzVBBODO4R8B5Fw0EAH04f1sQK7HvYmvxt7QcPaFVucuYZwu5b7kw82iUn27Gdvz3_IRSOBJiyOmJh1wQQlZoGPvZGUaG_PhsZkhaUzgBX4LLl0w7k6TIeZieUCBQBkdLzUYfvxZEf09YP2OxwMlMNwqHvl8BCoteLNPdZrkHJgaZ9f_BT-GgCIK_U4FqKSKqNVY5pyzCIgDbO08twJvpLBFF9ZwYttLVqyWNPLh0M1U3B4edo3E09BFfGrnB2sDd7WaPG1qNdqQUGWQLevy4NmlH0c-pvH9K1opONgArCz80LEBOpVKycORF6yMLuPJCF7Sekqwj898FxqbWvastW-B1T5F7HQ2q9YPBfKAaLmJx8gX_4x5lqJnuv5KxCcB4JcxrLPRnsaOt7MqYm5dhNAgyLFu5_tGrTcyn_pVMU7na_VQH1AO5EWsgC9s4Vk5Gz7eIWPXVwpROQ-vRmQBps2F1LjC6MXcWlDQCrK5OctRZfjOrnNpNIXWiIftWL4Qx-a9VXChHCOj7gZVS-s5tOm13n-wvuTABlqFnzAepkUN0JOsKAEYJ_0GD62J7YxNlUhFVeG_7PnHKAJWN2JKs7hX0KDthAf40vaoKjHR6yJkP4CIovCVjMmdmvHP9O8jfJwsywBsZw1WhRKDCKlafT6AWK7K4d3DRqkN-odlRW7Hr&sai=AMfl-YRnh_joGRIzPdEwtsp5LO5qBe3JaqBUgivsbCagQMxk030_e_6yu6usSaW9KXCx7WEG_YHn7egsXItwt7dkhfR8CvpGJ_6K0pA-cjOqXH_dhHFj1uGrP_cV5-9NMCasbtKKABVfxLBUP3TIJGJCnfWITmXL0b2NFJFVgopc8jeMcdDduA&sig=Cg0ArKJSzDSebT7api-eEAE&fbs_aeid=[gw_fbsaeid]&urlfix=1&adurl=https://canada.googleblog.com/2021/10/helping-600000-canadian-businesses.htm%3Futm_campaign%3Dkof_ca_online%26utm_source%3DPG%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay%26dclid%3D%25edclid!
https://subscribe.theglobeandmail.com/#/digital?intcmp=pencil-cemfsale


A scary good deal on trusted
journalism $0.99 PER WEEK 

FOR 24 WEEKS

https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstMwgbagEKpLpFcwrEOBhUBTWwF3i2OYkalMCoH9f1JMUAHQrlnlXOwIiXNj6wRVrzYpWaroZccKxwaqKpB60BOSyyrF5-bEgu0GKdZec7ONpgMsvfaBa_Yb7qihOSuAouD66nlEbjPKssviHLaIFZjoqfdRvLqkonySIQT2r0AsT53QHx8H_S972iZ2Qx7CmX193kTE81Kmi-zbOL83tn2APsbLXkdjNiEG31TOBexEWqnZYm9zmwW2Sx6zoefFW-8wpUkT6F84mQ-1dayeJEcu6RdHlH5sx8K8bPb785enLq56ixGbtZOf97-IRyNUsvxrxjRXc3SsI8yLtoDIyuuTESu_yPGX1SgdCKgVwPswMu6TOCn6RliN5GkFfU&sai=AMfl-YR8q-HK56xZkAD-FeyXYZPe4OU8r9Fxd1mjVeQo__AfmlE9H-mtRVyUgDQJ7XO4v6NgjEk6cBTTvkTsV8tsH577IJM8MRgEuDYz7ijPnugmV8zCEIvtAkfzmu9_4bU&sig=Cg0ArKJSzLosdnNLe2pwEAE&fbs_aeid=[gw_fbsaeid]&urlfix=1&adurl=https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvzUTTOx5KZg15G1WTYQvwEaYMw-qeVieNEDh8kwWnhv7YFgxVz_P3ERKXQD6yUSzTC6S1jqd9p2ri97-4uQ4Z-noer55V38TFuRk7VGvh2g3wM34nDW_5rBoiyIYCrniJ4Nw2c8-JErlJS5hs_cBSvEz_QVcNC8KZhuNj_SKxbEPN207ouluSdZD3OtSQ_BN40RCeAbU5s1nIHwQrcVVtZ3NUVHlhh6WBbiw7usiEpawE_z3fXbV7eVvb1ws8BCLQiH3Sj5seq3j1air414ThQ97RuYYN5fQ8QMwjezJRX_yS91ze8qNuwlXGKgbV8AVqO43S1ejti0982zNdTDprbK3m4wKx2c771IlUxitg1BEEhN6oXosytESjNHx7OGuVs8ESKVtx1Bc1_EzehNoOUnu2UVGz1qVvBe2xjGFn3P9ynGsN8d2CZTDAN11e3z59NlXkIQfN1LwjV8R7bxOWSVVoMIbmG2D6eR7ZpBc3735l79ekRGFm9loRZU_JIz37cc5KEQbrmjOBWXQMkKY0mBlJMk-3RqmoGudfz6Isa2FXJwZDdedW_Y_00TDRzwpQYY1PZ1SaNaA_T_5L7UI9wMw_Knpsgfi_rIUpCR_iBsm9tkqCDbHLmlp-i0thUYuoJEBLcrnfq_hjGNclvShZfOAwvWXv4GAeyHC1bOVQJo1xFtlVAlNAytcIigVeuPkHHdKkRFWuoxsBOJuhBE5wuK8EaBTwFZiTdJrJOBEKj1W9CankE8JOMnfxm7QpNhuG7e4IHqO7NPKu9nwIfegLYE1PoRSYyaIhUF_TOOkvvTQcuZCvGXi7qM78utM73zeR8MnYDx19U91BK7pxnOvnOWz-zUwyQvS-ICLZUKehbRfcQ8hmsT1HLvIX2i1FzhYXJYU8zQ_mRvTPr5v23Y13IFGKXwgfG3t_KnbvDN_SBDoA8yiqA7d3dRQdYnTCvI-Fq66i34cTQuVwsq-_3UcUQ8TsVMZAp6zYBgLXPH_cqJNVkf_kdRdmUtKV3kZykc-AklY3H8mDZA10rrlnlRZJrwAzm2LMc7jwOziqTtQ4aR4mope2X4y6TddYR8RHXmYa5rmZckUuwfT4UjcbBNEnrGogpiSmtpC9IHCwTPS7Z&sai=AMfl-YQVFAY5eJmstq146D0OdWjstNeLf_zKxbOWIcG4u8XQUJx652x6K_ox_y5sLu6Tr1AlFEK5F9-3mJ_WF4Z4O9h2wc4UARLkhTKKEiYSfOSLi32svcYk1icXiD0EphX3KlvONEe7Mcp1OcAtlDj5-7PD27xUtD320iXbugMnFEpRB8n8mA&sig=Cg0ArKJSzMVULRn2gLR8EAE&fbs_aeid=[gw_fbsaeid]&urlfix=1&adurl=https://canada.googleblog.com/2021/10/helping-600000-canadian-businesses.htm%3Futm_campaign%3Dkof_ca_online%26utm_source%3DPG%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay%26dclid%3D%25edclid!
https://subscribe.theglobeandmail.com/#/digital?intcmp=pencil-cemfsale







